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In NYSARH’'s seventh year as a statewide organization
advocating for the heath of rural New Y orkers, our activities began to
expand in accordance with our growing maturity as an organization.
Under the capable leadership of President Collene Alexander, the
organization took great strides forward both in educational programming
for our membership, and in speaking with a common voice to advocate
for rural health needs. In addition to an excellent Annual Conference, the Quality Committee held two
Quality Conferences during the past year, one focused on providing quality health care in hospitals, and
the other focused on improving quality in the community setting, through Public Health and Community
Health Centers.

Our first significant legislative advocacy day was also a success, and helped to solidify
NY SARH’s growing reputation as the voice for rural health. Regiona workshops on how to talk with
your legislators were also new this year. Both of these activities helped to ensure that our rura
membership could more effectively communicate with those who make daily decisions that affect the
health of rural New Y orkers.

Aswe moveinto NYSARH’s eight year, we need to continue to hear from all of you on what the
most pressing health care issues are for your community, what strategies you propose to address them,
and what resources would help you to carry out those strategies. Fill out your annual survey, talk with a
Board Member and join a committee. Although we face economic uncertainty, together we can
continue to improve health outcomes and health status in rural New Y ork. Thanks for the opportunity to
be a part of this effort.

Respectfully,
) '
Vice President
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| joined the NYSARH staff ranks in March 2008. The transition from
the very capable hands of Central New York Area Health Education Center
(CNYAHEC), who held the staffing contract for 3+ years, went smoothly.
CNYAHEC had set up systems and processes that were easily transferred to
REID Consulting, Inc. The NYSARH Board has further stabilized its future
operations by acquiring its own licenses to software that supports its financial
and web site systems. The administrative systems are no longer dependent on
the staffing contract organization but can move and grow wherever the Board of
Directors decides to take the organization.

My commitment to the Board, since my proposal and continuing into 2009, has been to assist
them in actualizing their vision and growth. | respect their passion and their drive to “lead and
collaborate on issues that affect the health, welfare and well being of rural New York residents.” The
Board of Directors is a group of dynamic leaders who have more than full time lives outside of
NYSARH. Yet they remain active and engaged in pursuit of NYSARH’s mission. | look forward to
providing administrative support and systems development that will continue the growth and success of
NY SARH.

Take Care,

NYSARH Staff
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For the Years Ended December 31, 2007 and 2006

2007 2006
ASSETS
Cash $ 61,256 $ 41,539
Accounts Receivable 5,386 3,010
Prepaid Expenses 500 -
Tota Assets $ 67,142 $ 44,549
LIABILITIESAND NET ASSETS
LIABILITIES
Accounts Payable $ 159 $ 2,318
Deferred Revenue 2,730 3,585
Tota Liabilities 2,889 5,903
NET ASSETS
Unrestricted Net Assets 64,253 38,646

Tota Liabilities and Net Assets $ 67,142 $ 44,549
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Congresswoman  Gillibrand  (with
Legidative Assistant Jill Greco); Senator Clinton (with Ann
Gavaghan and Dr. Kathleen KIink); Senator Schumer;
Congressman Hinchey (with Tara Sabag); and Congressman McHugh. The NY Delegation received a
warm reception from all the offices, but will never forget the individual attention received from
Congressman John McHugh’s office at the end of the day. We have been very fortunate to have the
pleasure of meeting with Congressman McHugh five of the six years there has been aNY delegation to
the NRHA Policy Institute. Those that were there this year enjoyed a fascinating civics lesson
provided by Immediate Past-President Barry Brogan and Congressman John McHugh.

(The Policy Institute offers Attendees opportunities for quick “tourist adventures’. Barry treated some
of usto a personal tour of the Senate Chambers; while Gail could share pictures with you of the visiting
pandas from China, including the one-year old male, at the Washington zoo.)
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2008 Policy Forum:
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Director, Office of
Rural Health Policy, HRSA
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President, Collene Dare Alexander
Northern New York Rural Health Care
Alliance, Watertown

Vice President, Andrea Haradon
SPAY Rural Health Network
Corning

Treasurer, Diane Franzman
Columbia County Community Healthcare
Consortium, Hudson

Secretary, Fred Heigel
Healthcare Association of New York Sate
Renssel aer

Diane Albrecht
Rural Health Network of South Central
New York, Endicott

Beth Barnes
River Hospital
Alexandria Bay

Peter Beatty
Central Region Office, NYS AHEC System,
Syracuse

Patty Bishop
Northern New York Rural Health Care
Alliance, Watertown

Timothy Bobo
Central New York Health Systems Agency
Syracuse

Ronald Brach
Legidative Commission on Rural
Resources, NYS Senate, Albany

Jackie Carlton
Seven Valleys Health Coalition
Cortland

Patrick Conole
Home Care Association of NYS
Albany

John DelGrosso
NYS Department of Health/Cancer
Information, Albany

Gail Furst
S2AY Rural Health Network
Branchport
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Laura Gustin
Catholic Charities of the Southern Tier
Corning

Pam Hildebrandt
Rural Healthcare Alliance of Delaware
County, Hamden

Donna Kahm
Southern Tier Health Care System
Olean

Karen Madden
Sen. Charles D. Cook Office of Rural Health
Albany

Karen Mastronardi
NY FarmNet
Ithaca

Sharon Mathe
Healthy Community Alliance
Gowanda

Richard Merchant
Northern Area Health Education Center
Canton

Don Rowe
University of Buffalo, School of Public
Health and Health Professions, Buffalo

James Sinner
Medina Memorial Health Care System
Medina

Carrie Whitwood
Allegany/Western Steuben Rural Health
Network, Wellsville
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We would like to thank all of those who have given of their time and talents to the New York State
Association for Rural Health. We believe that our reach extends beyond the Board Members to include
all those working in the rural areas. If you are interested in helping usin the future, please don’'t hesitate
to contact the NYSARH Office. Below is alist of 2008 Committee Members, though it may not be
inclusive of al those who have volunteered their time for the organization:

( @ $ - $" Dr. Forrest Calico
Joyce Hyatt Charlotte Crawford TriciaClark
Cindy Burns-McDonald Nancy Landor Laura Barber
Steve Jennings Jean Bilow Jean Heady

Dr. Thomas H. Dennison Nicole Garnsey Dr. Buddhi Shrestha
Dr. Jayanth V. Kumar Dr. Mark Moss Dr. Dolores Carson
Marie Miller Ellen Holst Ed Dombroski
Marie Miller Judy Masciarelli Richard Corcoran
Nicole Garnsey Richard Corcoran Don Rowe

Jim Sinner Helen Evans Lauren Snyder
Dr. Harriet Burris Art Jones Betty Wattenberg
Carrie Whitwood Karen Madden Joan Martin

Kelli Mannon Lori Sawicki Mary Daggett

Dr. Ralph Madeb Pam Hildebrandt Patty Bishop

Gall Furst Fred Heigel Jim Sinner

Joan Conboy Karen Mastronardi Diane Albrecht
Jackie Carlton Barry Brogan Ron Brach

Pat Conole Tim Bobo Peter Beatty

Jim Kennedy Beth Barnes Andrea Haradon
John DelGrosso Diane Franzman Richard Merchant
Laura Gustin Sharon Mathe
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